Golf isn't a rich man's game;
infra needs govt push: WGAI

New Delhi: The Women's
Golf Association of India
(WGAI) has called for greater
government support and
grassroots infrastructure to
make golf more accessible to
voung players, while reject-
ing the perception that the
sport is meant only for the
wealthy.

WGALI president Kavita
Singh said the lack of basic
facilities and equipment was
holding back the sport and
urged the government to
provide better support to
women golfers.

"We try to approach this
with a balance. Sometimes
the girls complain, and
sometimes their complaints
arevalid. But the whole game
is about rules; we don't make
our own rules," Singh said
during the press conference
of the Hero Women's Indian
Open 2026 here on Tuesday.

She stressed that disci-
pline and hard work, rather
than luck, were key to suc-
ceeding in golf.

"I tell the girls all the time:
there must be discipline and
hard work. In this game,
there is no luck. As Gary
Player said, the more I prac-
tise, the better I'll get. It isn't
about luck,” she said.

Singh said the WGAI was
also working to reduce the fi-
nancial burden on players by
providing resources such as
mental and physical coach-
es.

"Right now, these girls are
hiring mental coaches and
physical coaches at their own
expense. We want to change
that, and starting this year,
the board is working to bring
these resources to them di-
rectly," she said.

Recalling the difficulties

faced by Indian women
golfers during their first
Olympic appearance in Rio,
Singh said the sport's elite
image had translated into
inadequate support for play-
ers.

"When our girls went to
the Olympies for the first
time, they hardly had any-
thing. Officials told us, "This
is a rich person's game, why
did you go? You are all rich
people.' I told them, "You
are an official in the Gov-
ermment of India. I didn't put
this game into the Olympic
Committee, the world did,"
she said.

Singh also raised concerns
over the quality and avail-
ability of kits for players.

"They don't get proper
kits, either they are too
small, too big, orthey tear in
a day. What should we do?
They tell us, "This is Gov-
emment of India, they have

todo it, you cannot do it.' I
am truly fed up,” she said.

She cited Japan and South
Korea as examples of coun-
tries that have made the
sport more accessible by cre-
ating compact practice facil-
ities.

"Why are there so many
players coming out of Japan
and Korea? They put nets on
rooftops, and girls can go
and hit balls under flood-
lights at night. You don't
need vast land or huge mon-
ey for that," Singh said.

"In our country, whether
in villages or cities, you can
build chipping, pitching or
putting greens. We can pro-
vide the equipment, but in
every other country, the gov-
ernment does this."

Hero MotoCorp executive
vice-president Sanjay Bhan
also challenged the percep-
tion of golf as an elitist sport,
comparing it with cricket's

aristocratic origins.

"People ask if this is a rich
man's game. What was crick-
et earlier? Nawabs, lords,
kings and maharajas —
cricket was also a rich per-
son's game. Why wasn't that
discarded? It was a British
legacy," Bhan said.

"Today, there is so much
money in cricket, and every-
one's mindset has changed.
What is wrong with golf?
Calling ita rich man's game'
just shows a very narrow
mindset."

Bhan said wider public
access to golf courses could
help change the perception
of the sport.

"In the United States,
there are 16,000 golf cours-
es and 9o per cent of them
are public courses. That
means local residents can
play for free,” he said.

"Any sport is not inher-
ently rich; it only becomes

'rich’ by the way it is played
and conducted.”

Bhan said Hero Moto-
Corp's efforts with the WGAI
were aimed at improving ac-
cess to the sport and helping
Indian players compete at
the highest level.

"Oureffort at Hero, along-
side WGAL is to give golf the
access and stature it truly de-
serves, giving our players
the opportunity to compete
with the best in the world,”
he said.

WGAI secretary general
Champika Sayal said creat-
ing alevel playing field and
changing the perception of
golf were essential for de-
veloping the sport in India.

"The first and most im-
portant thing we need is a
level playing field, which we
don't have. Golf is a very
special game, and currently,
there is no vision for it," Say-
al said.

"When you don't give a
level playing field to chil-
dren, labelling it an 'elite
game' keeps the sport away
from the youth of India. The
Ministry has to change this
perception.”

Sayal also underlined the
potential for golf to create ca-
reer and employment op-
portunities beyond playing,

"We have a huge country,
so many people, and so
much opportunity that can
come out of a career for play-
ers, plus subsequentjob op-
portunities within golf clubs
and driving ranges," she said.

"It is very important that
the Skill Development Min-
istry and the Sports Min-
istry work in tandem to make
sure this happens over the
next five years. It is very,
very crucial.”



