Impressive Vani in the van
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Vani Kapoor made full use
of her home advantage and
years of experience to top
the leaderboard with an
impressive five-under 67
after the first round of the
Hero Women’s Indian
Open on Thursday.

The 3l-year old, who
practises at the DLF Golf
and Country Club when
not competing, played
steadily with hardly a
wrong stroke, raking up
birdies, and dropping just
a shot on the second hole
to lead a field that strug-
gled on softer greens and
slower fairways.

Vani, who leads the
WGAI Order of Merit with
four titles this year, was fol-
lowed a stroke behind by

Vani. LADIES EUROPEAN TOUR

16-year old amateur Zara
Anand and Singapore’s
Shannon Tan. Tan, second
on the LET Order of Merit
and runner-up last year,
took the first step to as-
cending to the top with a
productive front nine.

With most golfers strug-
gling to control the ball and
keep it in play, only 16 of

the 109 in action managed
to make par. Among those
who had a tough outing on
the course was defending
champion Liz Young, who
finished with a 77, with
double bogeys on the 10th
and 2nd holes and
dropped shots on four
more.

Former champion Cha-
mille Chevalier of France
was a further shot behind
while Mimi Rhodes, hop-
ing to cement her top posi-
tion on the tour, shot four-
over to finish the day tied
56th.

Leading scores: 67: Vani
Kapoor; 68: Zara Anand,
Shannon Tan (Sgp), Verena
Gimmy (Ger); 69: Alice Hewson
(Eng); 70: Durga Nittur, Romy
Meekers (Ned), Hitaashee Bakshi,
Sara Kouskova (Cze), Alessia
Nobilio (Ita); 71: Chiara
Tamburlini (Sui), Sarah Schober
(Aut), Kelsey Bennett (Aus), Lisa
Pettersson (Swe), Anna Zanusso
(Ita), Agathe Sauzon (Fra).



